CULTURES OF CONSPIRACY (Autumn 2017)

Kerem Karaosmanoglu (Ph.D)
e-mail: keremk@me.com

tel: (212) 383 4496

room: AZ-03 (fen-edebiyat)
office hours: by appointment

Course Description:

Conspiracy theories are very popular throughout the world. Should we really take them
seriously? |s a conspiracy theory just a conspiracy theory or can it be a prelude to political
action? How do we differentiate a conspiracy theory from a real conspiracy? Are
conspiracy theories methodologically sound? Why do we believe in conspiracy theories?
Are they really different in various times and geographies, if so how? This course aims to
familiarise the student with conspiracy theories and the growing academic literature on
them. Researching conspiracy theories is an interdisciplinary endeavour requiring to dwell
on disciplines such as history, politics, philosophy, sociology, psychology and
anthropology. Thus, the aim of the course will be to understand the interdisciplinary nature
of cultural studies through the theme of conspiracy theories. Another aim will be to find the
ways in which a sense of methodological soundness, epistemic sophistication and critical
thinking in social sciences can be achieved by researching conspiracy theories.

Grading System:

Paper: 50%
Reading Assignments: 40%
Participation: 10%

Paper:

The term paper will be about any conspiracy topic you choose. It can either cover one
theme or more making use of the different perspectives that have been covered in class.
One option is to form two or more case studies using conspiracy narratives from Turkey or
abroad and to make an in-depth comparative analysis of the case studies by referring to
the discursive, psychological, historical, sociological, cultural and/or political approaches.
Another option can be sticking to one perspective, one method and one case study only.

Reading Assignments:

There will be 3-4 reading assignments of 1-3 pages long, each written over one week.
The papers will discuss what the student has understood from the readings of the specific
week. The assignments should portray an attempt to review and locate that week’s
readings within the academic conspiracy theory context and literature as far as possible.

Participation:
Students are expected to attend the class sessions, make the weekly readings, participate
in class discussions and ask any questions they might have in mind.
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Schedule:
Introduction

Week 1
Introduction: Researching Conspiracy Theories

Week 2
Defining Conspiracy Theory: Terms and Perspectives
D1, D2 (Chapter 3) & C (Chapter 1)

History

Week 3
A Short History of Conspiracy Theories: Major Texts and Theories
J (Chapters 9, 10 & 11), G & SR1

Week 4

From the “llluminati’ to The Protocols of the Elders of Zion to the “New World Order”
0, J (Chapter 6) & C (Chapters 3 & 4)

Discourse, Rhetoric & Narrative

Week 5
A Conspiracy Discourse and a Conspiracy Lexicon
F (Chapter 4), WEB2 & SR2

Philosophy of Science & Scientific Method

Week 6
What is a Conspiracy Theory?: A Philosophy of Science Perspective
M, T (89-99), C (Chapter 2), A, WEB1

Week 7
An Introduction to Critical Thinking: Logical Fallacies and ‘Crippled’ Epistemology
D2 (Chapters 8 &10), WEB1, WEB3 & R

Psychology & Psychoanalysis

Week 8
What is Paranoia?: The Relevance of the ‘Paranoid Style’
K, D2 (Introduction & Chapter 5), Y & P



Week 9
Evolutionary Psychology: Patternicity and Agenticity
D2 (Chapter 9 & Epilogue)

Week 10
Social Psychology of Conspiracy Theories and Its Limitations
D4,D3,Z,V&E

Politics & Culture

Week 11
Political Extremism and The Fundamentalist Mindset
W1, W2, L,N& U

Week 12
Conspiracy Theories in Turkey: A Conspiracy Frame of Mind?
I, Q & SR3

Week 13
Comparing the Political/Cultural Contexts: The US, Europe, Middle East and Turkey
B, C (Chapters 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10 & 11), S & H (Introduction)

Conclusion

Week 14

What to do with Conspiracy Theories?: Debunking, Ignoring, Supporting and Other
Strategies

X & F (Afterword)

Week 15
Conspiracy Theory or a Conspiracy Mindset?
Class Discussion and Evaluation of the Term
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Required Reading (Web)
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